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Last week, Maine Medical 
Center recognized the pass-
ing of First Lady Barbara 
Bush, a beloved member of 
the MMC family and name-
sake of The Barbara Bush 
Children’s Hospital at 
Maine Medical Center. Mrs. 
Bush died Tuesday, April 
17, at her home in Houston, 
Texas. 
“We all stood a little taller 
because we were associated 
with Mrs. Bush. Her unwa-
vering support for chil-
dren’s health and deep 
commitment to the hospital 
that bears her name moved 
many to share her passion 
and improve the health of 
our state’s youngest and 
most vulnerable patients,” 
said Rich Petersen, MMC 
President and CEO. “She 
connected with every child 
and family member she met 
during her many visits to 
The Barbara Bush Chil-
dren’s Hospital. Many of 
those children have grown 
to be healthy adults and still 
treasure that connection. 
She was inspired by our 
care teams, and they were 
inspired by her passion and 
dedication. We will all miss 
her greatly.” 
Mrs. Bush and her husband, 
President George H.W. 
Bush, joined MMC on Sep-
tember 28, 1995 for the an-
nouncement that Maine’s 
only children’s hospital 
would be named in honor 
of first lady Barbara Bush. 
Since then, both have been 
important members of the 
Maine Medical Center fami-
ly, and The Barbara Bush 
Children’s Hospital has 
been among their most pas-
sionate causes. 
“It is so very important to 
have a children’s hospital 
here in Maine,” Mrs. Bush 
said during the naming cer-
emony in 1995. “Children 
are society’s most precious 
asset, and their care must be 
among our highest priorities.”  
MMC Celebrates Legacy of  First Lady Barbara Bush 
First Lady Barbara Bush talks to then 3-year-old Avery Garrison during a 2013 visit to BBCH. 
Nurses and patients at BBCH sign a poster with their memories of 
the former first lady in the atrium of the children’s hospital. 

